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1998
The Bike Patrol in adowntown alley.

Don Hansen, Eric Meyer, Tom Duden, Jeff Bucher, Bobby Branch, Jim Ashley, Sgt. Dennis Duckworth
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Police set sights on
sidewalk bicyclists

By JAKE BLEED
Senior staff writer

“If you can’t stand the way I drive.” a com-
mon bumper sticker says, “stay off the side-
walk.”

But bicycle riders downtown must stay off
the sidewalk to avoid more than crazy drivers:
This week Lincoln police will begin posting
50 signs throughout downtown waming riders
to stay off the sidewalk or risk a fine,

Rollerskaters and skateboarders must also
avoid downtown's pedestrian pathways,
including the south side of R Street.

The city ordinance against riding on side-
walks dates from October 1960, but recent
increases in bicycle-related offenses down-
toWR tri the posting of the signs, Police
Capt. Joy Citta said. . .

If a person rides on a sidewalk, city ordi-
nance 10.48.170 states, he “shall do so at his
own risk and shall vield the right-of-way to

* any and all pedestrians.” :
-~ Last year, police issued 202 bike.offense
citations in the center team area, which-

Officer Katherine Finnell said the majori-
ty of the citations issued were against side-

Marr Havey/DN
walk riders. The remainder were against riders
violating traffic signals or for interfering with

* “Riders Thust avoid holding on to maving
Please see BIKES on 6

42

bk 1
Police set
sights on
bicyclists

BIKES from 1

vehicles and use at least one hand
while riding. Riders in groups must
ride in single file.

E.J. Green, a junior English
major, said he rode his bike daily and
agreed with the idea of leaving the
sidewalks for pedestrians if riders
were given space on the streets.

“Bikers should have their own
Jane, basically,” Green said. “1 ride
on the sidewalk because I'm afraid of
getting hit, I think people in cars here
have an adversarial relationship with
bikers.”

Green said he had avoided being
cited while riding his bike down-
town, but he said he was cited last
vear for riding his skateboard on a
downtown sidewalk and paid about
$40.

Many riders use dewnlown side-
walks, Green said, including police
bicyele patrols.

“I see the bike police riding on
the sidewalk all the time,” Green
said. *1 don't think they set a good
example.”

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
student Chris Schults said he rode on
sidewalks downtown because he felt
unsafe riding on the streets.

“People in cars, they don't care.”
Schuilts said.

Schults said he rides to campus
from his home at Z8™ and ) streets
daily.

UNL's parking problems may
cause more students to bike to cam-
pus, leading to more traffic on down-
town streets and sidewalks.

Lincoln Police Chief Tom Casady
said the return of students to Lincoln
this fall put more riders on downtown
streets, many of whom might be
unfamiliar with Lincoln’s laws.

Last Seprember, police issued 59
citations for bicycle offenses, more
than any other month last vear,

The ordinance applies to more
than downtown and the Haymarker
area.

Riders must also stay olT the side-
walk o Havelock Avenue between
61st and 63rd streets, on 48 Strect
between Baldwin and Madison
avenues and between Prescott and
Cooper streets, and 66th Street
betwieen Holdrege and Fairfax.




Lincoln Police Department’ s Bike Patrol continues the tradition of leading the Star City Parade. 1998 photo.



This time,
police get
a citation

The Lincoln Police Depart-

ment is the recipient of the 1997
Star City Holiday Festival Board
of Directors Special Trophy, hon-
oring the department’s work in
making the parade what Execu-
tive Director Cindi Zuby calls
“one of the safest and most well-
managed events (in) the city.”

Zuby said police begin their
work before the parade, advising
her on ideas that will (or won't
work) for parade entries and for
tl':r:t:.t routing and staging of the pa-
rade.

LPD then escorts parade floats
from the workshop to the staging
area, directs traffic around the
parade route and works directly
with the up to 85,000 participants
and audience members the morn-
ing of the parade. An honor guard
of bicycle patrol members will
lead the parade, riding decorated
bikez. Throughout, officers work
with the public to keep the mas-
sive event running smoothly.

As an example of how well they
do the job, Zuby described a
scene from last year: Capt. Joy
Citta, weapons on her belt and a
Santa cageon her head, spent 25
minutes before the parade talk-
ing to the audience, explaining
her job and interacting with the
crowd. Later, a damaged balloon
had to be removed from the pa-
rade before it reached the
zone. Zuby turned to Citta and in-
formed her that the 600 people on

STAR CITY HOLIDAY FESTIVAL

An honor guard of Lincoln Police Department bicycle patrol
members will lead Saturday's parade, recognizing the role police
play in planning and directing the annual event.

the block behind them needed to
move, Citta addressed the on-
lookers and, Zuby said, “They
parted like the Red Sea.” The in-
jured inflatable made a smooth
exit-and the show went on.

*It was amazing how it was
done,” said Zuby, “It was because
they had such a good rapport
with the crowd.”

Zuby noted that LPD is just one
of many city departments that
cooperate to make the parade

and festival successful.

“All of the city crews are like
that,” she explained. “It's not one
crew that's better than others.”

For example, Parks and Recre-
ation workers start setting up
bleachers at 3 am. Transporta-
tion crews work to close streets.
“They all work together,” said
Zuby. "It's not just the police.”
The special trophy is given this
year to recognize the vital role of
LPD officers.



